Regulatory agencies worldwide take careful note of published literature that describes the distribution of various pests, which they take into account when establishing their quarantine rules for importing agricultural commodities from other countries. Thus, timely and accurate reporting of pest distributions is of great commercial importance.
The West Indian fruit fly, Anastrepha obliqua (Macquart) (Diptera: Tephritidae), a serious and highly polyphagous fruit pest, is documented as present in Florida in numerous publications, including some prominent and recent ones. The widely used CABI Distribution Maps of Pests (1988 ( , citing Foote 1965 show A. obliqua present in Florida. Likewise, Foote et al. (1993) Heppner (1991) .
I believe that these publications do not correctly reflect the present situation in Florida, and they likely have been in error for several decades. This is based on an examination of the entire collection of this species from the Florida State Collection of Arthropods (FSCA, Gainesville), the official repository for insect specimens of regulatory importance in Florida, and the National Museum of Natural History (NMNH, Washington DC), plus all of the official identification records of the Division of Plant Industry (DPI) regarding detections of this species from 1915 to the present.
Briefly, the history of A. obliqua in Florida is as follows (see Clark et al. 1996 Fortunately, slide-mounted voucher specimens were retained for instances (1) through (4). Label data for each of these show that larvae were taken from intercepted fruit originating in Puerto Rico. The Ft. Lauderdale larva of instance (5) came from a residential address. Foote correctly left its identification as uncertain, as it is not possible to separate larvae of West Indian fruit fly from those of the Caribbean fruit fly, Anastrepha suspensa (Loew), and several other species of Anastrepha (Steck et al. 1991) . In fact this larva may have been a harbinger of the large colonization by Caribbean fruit fly in south Florida, where adults were first detected in 1965. Unfortunately, the 1963 larva was not retained as a voucher in the FSCA. The final DPI identification record of A. obliqua was from two adult specimens trapped in Key West, 1971, determined by Weems. These specimens are in the FSCA. I have re-examined them, and found them to be mis-identified A. suspensa .
In summary, there is no confirmed evidence of the presence of A. obliqua in Florida since 1935. Apparently, the control actions of 1931-1936 indeed eradicated this pest from Florida as no adult A. obliqua has ever again been detected in the field, despite the presence of many thousands of fruit fly detection traps that have been run throughout the Keys and peninsular Florida continuously and year-round since 1956. I think it is safe to say that Florida is completely free of Anastrepha obliqua and probably has been so for the past 65 years. 
